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Proceedings of the Cincinnati Conference for Good City Government 
and the Fifteenth Annual Meeting of the National Municipal 
League. Held November 15-18, 1909, at Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Clinton Rogers Woodruff, Editor. (Phila. : The National 
Municipal League, 1909. Pp. vi, 498.). 

The Proceedings of the Cincinnati Conference indicate the present 
preoccupation of students of municipal government and of munici- 
pal reformers in this country with problems of charter revision 
and institutional reconstruction. Out of twenty-eight contributed 
papers nearly three quarters deal with such subjects as the commis- 
sion form of government, the initiative, referendum and recall, 
the machinery of municipal elections, municipal home rule, munici- 
pal budget making, municipal police, etc. Of the remainder, 
one interesting group of papers discusses the question of instruc- 
tion in civics in American schools and colleges. Two other 
papers are devoted to the question of a rapid transit policy for 
large cities, and still another pair to the bearing of immigration 
in city government. Mr. Bonaparte in his presidential address 
renews in a more elaborate form his very interesting suggestion 
of an "elective boss" — a suggestion by the way, of which we see 
a partial embodiment in Governor Hughes' plan of primary reform. 
Secretary Woodruff's customary review of the American munici- 
pal situation is this year an unusually complete and illuminating 
summary of the trend of institutional reform during the past 
twelve months, and of its principal achievements. With respect 
to one very interestirg feature of the recent development in this 
direction Mr. Robert Treat Paine's paper on The Elimination of 
Party Designations in Municipal Elections offers a valuable supple- 
ment to that cf Mr. Woodruff. Of the other papers perhaps none 
is more striking than that of Miss Abbott on Immigration and 
the Municipal Problem. The conclusions offered are quite the 
reverse of the ordinary pessimistic comments as to the effect on 
city government of our foreign born populations, and they are 
particularly encouraging because one feels that they are based 
on a more accurate and discriminating observation than the 
latter. They are also corroborated by Congressman Bennett in 
his paper. 

A significant feature of this volume, because of the growing 
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unanimity among students of municipal affairs as to one of 
the fundamental principles of charter refcrm to which it points, 
is the record of the round table conference on The Short 
Ballot. 

Arthur C. Ludington. 

New Yoik City. 



A History of the Norwegian Immigration to the United States; from 
the earliest beginning down to the year 1848. By George 
T. Flom. (Iowa City, Iowa: Privately printed, 1909. Pp. 
407. $2.15.) 

Memoirs of Gustave Koerner; 1809-1896. Life sketches written 
at the suggestion of his children. Edited by Thomas B. 
McCormack. In two volumes. (Cedar Rapids, Iowa: 
The Torch Press, 1909. Vol. I, pp. xv, 628; II, pp. xii, 
768. $10.) 

Our Slavic Fellow Citizens. By Emily Greene Balch. (New 
York: Charities Publication Committee, 1910. Pp. xx, 
536. Illustrated. $2.50.) 

The appearance of these books contemporaneously gives evi- 
dence of the growing interest in the history and influence of the 
various race elements that compose the American people. A 
very welcome contribution is that on the Norwegian immigra- 
tion by Professor Flom. The author limits his investigation to 
the years 1825-1848, the period in which the Norwegian immi- 
gration had its real beginnings and struck deep root in American 
soil. Before 1825 there had been but sporadic cases of Norwegian 
settlers; after 1850 there came the high tide which carried a large 
percentage of Norway's inhabitants across the Atlantic. No 
European country except Ireland has been drained of its popula- 
tion in recent times like Norway. The statistics prepared by the 
census of 1900 enable us to make the following interesting com- 
parisons: 



